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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 46, 48-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Simmons et al (U.S. Pub. 2003/0001921). 
Simmons discloses: 

regarding claim 46, a printing mechanism including a print head (located 
on carriage), comprising: means for translating (idler gear) a means for servicing the 
print head (service station), the means for translating biased to move from a translating 
position to a non-translating position out of contact with the means for servicing (Figure 
8; Paragraph 0029) 

the means for servicing the print head, the means for servicing including 
means for retaining the means (gear for the means for servicing: gear mesh to provide 
power to the service station) for translating in engagement and contact with the means 
for servicing in a predetermined zone of engagement of the means for retaining and 
comprising means for shifting the means for translating between the translating position 
and non-translating position, the means for shifting biased to translate the means for 
translating into the disengaged position in the absence of an external force on the 
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means for shifting. The idler gear will move to a non-translating position once the 
carriage moves away from the idler gear (Figure 8; Paragraph 0029) 
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regarding claims 48, wherein the print head is configured to selectively 
actuate the means for shifting by advancing into and out of contact with the means for 
shifting (Figure 8; Paragraph 0029) 
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regarding claim 49, means for powering the means for translating, 
wherein the means for translating engaged the means for servicing and the means for 
powering in the translating position (Paragraph 0029) 

regarding claim 51, a method of actuating a servicing mechanism to 
service a print head comprising: translating a translation device (idler gear) into 
engagement with a first region (portion of gear of the service station) of a servicing 
mechanism; and powering the translation device such that the servicing mechanism is 
moved with respect to the translation device (idler gear) and such that a second region 
(different portion of the gear of the service station) of the servicing mechanism is moved 
into engagement with the translation device (idler gear), the second region retaining 
(gears mesh) the translation device in contact with the servicing mechanism (Figure 8; 
Paragraph 0029). 

wherein the step of translating the translation device comprises moving a 
print head carriage into contact with an actuation device (shaft for the idler gear) so as 
to move the actuation device from a non-actuated condition (not in contact with gear of 
the service station) to an actuated condition (in contact with the gear of the service 
station), wherein movement of the actuation device from the non-actuated position to 
the actuated position moves the translation device from a disengaged position into 
engagement with the first region of the servicing mechanism (Figure 8; Paragraph 0029) 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 50, 53-54 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 1-45, 51, 55-56 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claims 1-12 and 30 is the inclusions of 
the limitation of an axially movable driveshaft include a gear; and a sled including first 
and second engagement structures each adapted to selectively engage the gear and a 
retaining structure positioned between the first and second engagement structures. It is 
this limitation found in each of the claims, as it is claimed in the combination, that has 
not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record which makes these claims 
allowable over the prior art. 

The primary reason for the allowance of claims 13-19 is the inclusions of the 
limitation of first and second sleds; a servicing station drive structure movable between 
a disengaged position, a first engaged position, and a second engaged position, said 
drive structure in the first engaged position engaging the first engagement structure and 
said drive structure in the second engaged position engaging the second engagement 
structure; and a biasing member that biases the servicing station drive structure to 
move from the first engaged position to the second engaged position. It is this limitation 
found in each of the claims, as it is claimed in the combination, that has not been found, 
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taught or suggested by the prior art of record which makes these claims allowable over 
the prior art. 

The primary reason for the allowance of claims 20-23 is the inclusions of the 
limitation of means for translating the means for servicing the print head, the means for 
translating operable to move from a first translating position in engagement with the first 
means for engaging to a second translating position in engagement with the second 
means for engaging. It is this limitation found in each of the claims, as it is claimed in 
the combination, that has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record 
which makes these claims allowable over the prior art. 

The primary reason for the allowance of claims 24-28 is the inclusion of the 
method step of powering the translation device such that the first servicing mechanism 
is moved with respect to the translation device to translate the retaining region such that 
the translation device is positioned out of the retaining region; and translating the 
translation device into engagement and contact with a second region of a second 
servicing mechanism such that the second servicing mechanism is moved with respect 
to the translation device. It is this step found in each of the claims, as it is claimed in the 
combination, that has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record 
which makes these claims allowable over the prior art. 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 29 is the inclusion of the limitation 
of a printer comprising a servicing sled positioned within the servicing region and 
including a spittoon, a wiper, a cap, first and second racks and a guide wall positioned 
between the racks, the guide wall including a retaining region and an access region; a 
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servicing sled drive shaft powered by the feed roller drive shaft, the servicing sled drive 
shaft including a gear slidably mounted thereon, and a biasing member secured to the 
shaft and the gear, the servicing sled rive shaft movable between a disengaged position 
where the gear Is not in contact with the servicing sled and an engaged position where 
the gear is movable between contact with the first rack and second rack; wherein the 
biasing member biases the gear to move from the first rack to the second rack when the 
gear is aligned with the access region of the guide wall and wherein the retaining wall 
retains the gear on the first rack when the gear is positioned adjacent the retaining 
region of the guide wall. It is this limitation found in each of the claims, as it is claimed 
in the combination, that has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of 
record which makes these claims allowable over the prior art. 

The primary reason for the allowance of claims 31 -41 , 55-56 is the inclusions of 
the limitation of a sled including a rack gear, wherein the driveshaft is axially shiftable 
from a disengaged position in which the pinion gear is out of contact with the rack gear 
to an engaged position in which the pinion gear is in meshing contact with the rack gear. 
It is this limitation found in each of the claims, as it is claimed in the combination, that 
has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record which makes these 
claims allowable over the prior art. 

The primary reason for the allowance of claims 42-45 is the inclusions of the 
limitation of a sled including an engagement structure; the driveshaft moveable between 
an engaged position and a disengaged position, the driveshaft in the engaged position 
engaging the power shaft and the engagement structure of the sled so as to transmit 
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power from the power shaft to the sled. It is this limitation found in each of the claims, 
as it is claimed in the combination, that has not been found, taught or suggested by the 
prior art of record which makes these claims allowable over the prior art. 

The primary reason for the allowance of claims 51 , 53-54 is the inclusion of the 
method step of translating the translation device comprised moving a print head 
carriage into contact with an actuation device so as to move the actuation device from a 
non-actuated condition to an actuated condition, wherein movement of the actuation 
device from the non-actuated position to the actuated position moves the translation 
device from a disengaged position into engagement with the first region of the servicing 
mechanism. It is this step found in each of the claims, as it is claimed in the 
combination, that has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record 
which makes these claims allowable over the prior art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASON S. UHLENHAKE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5916. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Meier can be reached on (571) 272-2149. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JASON S UHLENHAKE/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2853 
August 31 , 2009 

/Julian D. Huffman/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2853 



